
Investment issue January 2019

JOBS | GROWTH | INNOVATION | ENTERPRISE | OPPORTUNITY

FAST
FLEXIBLE 
FINANCE

Get in touch
ART Business Loans, Faraday Wharf, Holt Street 

Innovation Birmingham Campus, Birmingham B7 4BB

0121 359 2444 / art@artbusinessloans.co.uk

www.artbusinessloans.co.uk    @ART_BizLoans    @ARTBizLoans

ART’s community share offer 
is open on the Ethex social 
investment platform
Between 7th January and 24th March 
2019, individuals and organisations 
can buy between £500 and £100,000 of 
community shares in ART SHARE (Social 
Help Association for Reinvesting 
in Enterprise) Limited (ART) via the 
social investment platform Ethex. 
Investments will be eligible for 

Community Investment Tax Relief. 

To read the essential information for 

investors and buy shares go to: 

 www.ethex.org.uk/ART2019

You can view a digital version of the Share Offer 

document and the application form on ART’s website at: 

 www.artbusinessloans.co.uk/invest-in-art

If you are unable to access information 

online, please call Ethex on: 

01865 403304

mailto:art%40artbusinessloans.co.uk?subject=
http://www.artbusinessloans.co.uk


ART is accredited to offer Community Investment Tax Relief (CITR), which means 

that investors can not only help to boost the West Midlands economy by providing 

capital for ART to lend to businesses, but can also earn 5% per annum of the sum 

invested as a tax relief for five years off their personal or corporate tax liability.

Social impact
ART is a social enterprise with a mission to promote financial 

inclusion and provide access to finance for businesses unable to 

access any or all of the money they need from the banks. 

CITR
To be eligible for CITR, shares must be held for five years. At the end of that 

period they can either be withdrawn or the investor can choose to reinvest in 

ART. The tax relief is limited to the amount of UK tax the investor pays, so the 

investment may not be appropriate for any individual or organisation unlikely 

to pay personal or corporation tax at any point over the next five years. 

The net benefit of CITR to an investor is 5%. For example, if an individual invests 

£10,000 they should receive a £500 per annum reduction against their income 

tax liability (a total of £2,500 over the five year period of the investment). 

The gross benefit to an investor depends on the investor’s tax rate, as outlined below: 

Tax payer rate Gross Effective Rate

20% Income Tax rate 6.2%

40% Income Tax rate 8.3%

45% Income Tax rate 9.1%

17.5% Corporation Tax 5.8%

Investments in ART offer a 
social and financial return

Impact 2013 to 2018

£11.7m
TOTAL  
LENT

2,300+
JOBS CREATED/ 
SAFEGUARDED

363
BUSINESSES 
SUPPORTED

Financial inclusion, creation and preservation of jobs

ART was founded in 1997 by its first Chairman Sir 

Adrian Cadbury and others with a passion for tackling 

access to finance and the alleviation of poverty through 

enterprise. Its objective was, and remains, to provide 

finance to businesses and social enterprises that need 

funding to grow, but which are unable to access that 

funding from the banks – either at all, or in full. 

The aim is to enable such businesses to support 

local employment and boost the local economy. 

This not only benefits employers and employees 

but also their families and the public sector, 

reducing costs associated with unemployment, 

including benefits, healthcare and housing. 

ART focuses its lending to create and preserve jobs, 

in particular to those who have been traditionally 

deprived of opportunities, for example, enterprises 

geographically located in areas of disadvantage 

or led by Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) 

people, women or disabled individuals. 

Originally ART lent to enterprises based in inner city 

Birmingham. Over the years, with increased private and 

public sector support, ART has expanded to support 

the access to finance agenda and lend to businesses 

across the wider West Midlands region, which includes 

the counties of Herefordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, 

Warwickshire, the West Midlands and Worcestershire.



Help us to help more 
businesses, charities and social 
enterprises like these...
We lend £10,000 - £150,000 to businesses across the West Midlands, operating in any market sector, for any business 

purpose. Here are some examples of the very different businesses we have supported over the past 21 years.

Joanne’s Florist & Tearoom Citizen Coaching

Oaks Consultancy

Future Health & Social CareAble Journeys

ChangeKitchen KPM Marine Jacob Kimmie

Purnells HNS Signs BABA Enterprises Horgans Sandwich Bar

Synapse Reynolds Technology MyEd M6 Motor Bodies

Henshaw Manufacturing FW Fitness StayDry M&BG

See more of our past and present borrowers on our website:  www.artbusinessloans.co.uk/casestudies



We offer...

• Loans of £10,000 to £150,000

• Loans for businesses and social enterprises 

based in the West Midlands

• Loans for most business purposes and sectors

• Repayment terms from 6 months to 5 years

• No penalty for early repayment

• Interest rate between 10%-18% over 

Bank of England base rate (variable) 

dependent upon assessed level of risk

We aim to make our application process 

straightforward and complete within 21 

days of receiving all the information we 

need to understand your business. 

For more information see: 

 www.artbusinessloans.co.uk/apply-for-a-loan

Typically our clients are...

• Established viable businesses

• Unable to meet the banks’ lending 

criteria – either at all, or because 

they have already borrowed as much 

as the banks are willing to lend

• Looking for funds to sustain, grow 

or diversify their businesses

• Able to create or protect jobs 

with a loan from us

• In need of a small loan – our 

average loan size is £35,000

• Able to demonstrate a viable plan 

for repayment of the loan

• Keen to take advantage of our expertise 

in finance to support their business

An investment should be seen as a social investment, which is not covered by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme. Your 
investment is at risk and past performance is not a guide to future performance. If in doubt, consult a professional adviser. 

ART SHARE (Social Help Association for Reinvesting in Enterprise) Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). You 
can check these details on the Financial Services Register by visiting the FCA’s website www.the-fca.org.uk or by contacting the FCA on 0800 111 
6768. Our FCA register number is 723068. © ART SHARE (Social Help Association for Reinvesting in Enterprise) Limited 2018. All rights reserved.

The generosity and vision of social investors have always 

been important to ART. Investors, who become members 

of ART, have included many of the major banks, large 

private sector companies, several housing associations, and 

individual share-holders led initially by Sir Adrian Cadbury 

and his family. Early investors received no financial return. 

The introduction of Community Investment Tax Relief 

(CITR), for which ART became accredited, gave investors 

the opportunity to receive a financial return through this 

tax relief, in addition to a social return. We have welcomed 

investment from individuals in ART over a number of years 

using CITR. However, the largest use of the tax relief has 

been provided with loan support from Unity Trust Bank. 

Our current share offer, through the Ethex platform, utilises 

the Government’s Enterprise Finance Guarantee (EFG) 

scheme (operated through the British Business Bank), 

together with CITR. The EFG offers a contribution towards 

cover for bad debts. ART and the Responsible Finance sector 

have championed the opportunity to use EFG with CITR.

With interest rates for savers remaining low, the 

tax relief is currently an attractive proposition to a 

broader range of people than ever before. Here is 

what some of ART’s existing investors have to say:

Investors in ART

Wesleyan

 We have been a long-
term supporter of ART and 
recognise the invaluable 
work they undertake to help 
local business growth. As 
one of the largest employers 
in Birmingham we will 
be delighted to be one 
of the first organisations 
to offer funding in their 
latest drive for social 
investment. This extension 
to our relationship fits 
with our mutual ethos and 
commitment to supporting 
our local community.
Caroline Hill, Director of HR & 
Corporate Services, Wesleyan

Peter Maskell

 I was keen to take the 
opportunity to provide 
capital to ART. For me 
it makes sense as an 
investment. I get a good 
return from the tax relief, 
but importantly I know 
that my money is being 
put to good use, helping to 
support the small business 
community in the West 
Midlands, preserving and 
creating vital jobs. That has 
to be good for all of us who 
live and work in the region.
Peter Maskell, Former Chief 
Executive Birmingham 
Hospital Saturday Fund

Our sincere thanks to all our members 
and supporters, including:


